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1, According to several reliable close personal and politics] friends 
of Dr. Jozef Lettrich, chairman of the Slovak Democratic Party, the 
Tatter departed for the United States daspite Prime Minister Gott- 
wald's telephonic attempt to persuade him to abandon the trip. 
Since Gottwald admitted that he had not notified the Slovsk American 
25X1X6 Oreanizeations of this step, Lettrich refused to comply. 


2, According to aeeneeerennn Lace Novomesky, Communist Commissioner 
of Education, left the delegation because of Commnist opposition. Tt 
is, however, prevalently belicved in Slovakia that tha United States 
authorities refused to issue him a visa. 
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aye divided on the reasons for the exclusion of Father 
Andrei Paldan, Slovak Democrat, from the delegations some claim that 
geclesiastical authorities were opposed, others that the Communists 
yere against it. 


4. The real motive behind Lettrich's trip, however, is not to visit the 
Slovak American organizations but to establish contacts in the United 4 
States and gain experience, He is most anxious to mest President 
‘Truman and important leaders and politicians. 


25X1X6 5- Lettrich_is an advocate of Czechoslovak unity and a rising person- 

ality. LE feo thet his vigit to the United States and 
Canada will consolidate his position in Slovakia and increase his 
suthority in Czechoslovak ‘Governnent Councils. 
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